ESCOP Science and Tech Committee Meeting

Radisson Hotel Cincinnati Airport

May 10 – 11, 2005

	5/10//05 ASSIGNMENTS

	Gage
	Send final survey analysis and conclusions by mid-June


	

	Cox, Rossi, Swanson, Brown,  Young
	Develop recommendations for modification of Roadmap Challenge Areas and/or Objectives
	

	Boyer (chair), Nelsen, Cox, Puppeke
	Develop recommendations for new Genetics Subcommittee
	


1. Roadmap Survey – Bruce Gage (Univ. of KY)

· Bruce Gage presented a summary of the Roadmap survey results and analysis.

· See http://ces.ca.uky.edu/escop/ppt_files/frame.htm for Bruce’s PowerPoint presentation.

· A subgroup, including Cox, Rossi, Swanson, Brown and Young, will work on recommendations to modify the Roadmap’s Challenge Areas and/or Objectives, based on the survey results and Bruce’s recommendations.  Subgroup’s draft recommendations will be circulated to S&T members by early July and presented to ESCOP at it’s meeting on July 26.

· Bruce will send final survey analysis and conclusions as Word document by mid-June, which will be presented to ESCOP at it’s meeting on July 26.

· Feedback from ESCOP will be used to revise recommendations.  Final recommendations will be presented to ESS at it’s meeting on Sep 26.

2. Social Science Subcommittee – Stephan Goetz (PA State)

· See report for details

· Subcommittee will work more closely with S&T in future on distribution of white papers, brochures, and other communications they develop.

· Next Social Science Subcommittee meeting is September 15 & 16 at NASULGC in D.C.

3. Pest Management Subcommittee – Eldon Ortman (Purdue)

· See report for details

· Primary issue Subcommittee is currently dealing with is the possibility of 406 funds being moved to NRI.

i. “Integrated” in NRI means something different than “applied” in 406

ii. NRI review panels are not currently appropriate, don’t have adequate representation of extension and applied scientists


iii. NRI wants true competition for IPM centers

iv. There are multiple funding lines for pest management because Congress would rather add a new line for a new problem

v. Funding lines come under different authorities, so it’s difficult to combine, as the President’s budget proposes

4. Genomics Subcommittee

· Discussion focused on whether or not S&T should have a subcommittee in some area related to genomics, genetics, breeding, etc.

· ESCOP Germplasm TF has recommended a National Germplasm Coordinating Committee, which will take care of whole germplasm area.

· S&T will consider establishing a Genetics Subcommittee

i. A subgroup, including Boyer (chair), Nelsen, Cox, Puppeke, will make a recommendation to S&T members on the following aspects of this subcommittee:

1. Appropriate membership and disciplinary representation

a. Risk assessment, sociology, microbiology, entomology, and pathology have been suggested in addition to genetics/genomics/breeding

2. Subcommittee name, charge, and intended outcomes

3. Potential chair(s)

ii. Subcommittee is envisioned to coordinate the interface between genomics and breeding, identify training and education needs for future capacity, and identify research needs

iii. They would also concentrate on “Bridging” or “translation” efforts to move genomics and germplasm into application and adoption of improved crops.

· There is a specialty crops biotech initiative in CSREES to assist in moving transformed specialty crops thru regulatory channels

· Patterned after IR-4

· Consumer acceptance is the biggest hurtle

5. Food Safety Subcommittee

· Voted unanimously to terminate this subcommittee

6. BSE/TSE Task Force

· NC505 or NC_temp1886 is the new project being approved for October 1, 2005

· New project group will work on white paper on TSE science and research needs

· Developing a web site that will be a resource for scientists, industry, and consumers

· Kansas Governor has commissioned on economic study on BSE impact and various outbreak scenarios

i. Released 2 weeks ago

ii. Impact is large and testing benefits would be great

iii. Forrest can send report as PDF

· DHS Center on Animal Health and Safety has established a Task Force on risk communication, chaired by Will Huston that will specifically address issues on BSE.

· USDA is also doing preliminary testing/screening, which is going well

· Appears that risk can be managed to reduce it to essentially zero, but they’ll always be some occurrence  - 1 in 1,000,000 animals

· EPA is working on rule to prohibit feeding of poultry liter to cattle

· Forrest will ask Kevin Kephart to send an email request for broader participation in new multistate project

7. PIPRA

· See PIPRA information sheet, member benefits, and member responsibilities.

· Young attended annual membership meeting in January at UC Berkley

· PIPRA’s primary activity areas include

i. Information and analysis of public and private IP

ii. Education and outreach related to biotech IP

iii. Research to develop substitute technologies for those tied up in IP protection

iv. IP management among members, package licenses, etc.

· PIPRA is considering whether or not it should incorporate and seek 501(c)3 tax exempt status, primary benefit would be the ability to own IP

· Executive Committee is working on by-laws and rules of operations

· Don’t expect to require any membership dues for at least three more years.

· Decided to continue to exclude any private, for-profit entities from membership.

8. Next meeting will be prior to SAES/ARD Workshop in San Antonio on Sunday 3-5:30 with conference call-in capability for members not attending the Workshop.

